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FOR CREATIVES 

ABABITALITALPOWERPOWER



 
 
 
 
 
Digital SUPERPOWER! aims to empower womxn and the LGBQT community (often most 
vulnerable in the inner city and Southern African communities) to express their relationship 
with the city and their environment. 
 
DIGITAL  SUPERPOWER!  
- Is citizen empowerment through data and creative visualization! 
- Is training young women and the LGBQT creative community on digital technology! 
- Is empowering communities in co-curated data and visualizations to change their worlds! 
 

 

 

 

Digital SUPERPOWER! is looking for creatives in London, Bulawayo and Johannesburg to join in a 

supported laboratory in September 2021. Outcomes to be presented at Fak’ugesi African Digital 

Innovation Festival 2021 #BuildCozYouHaveTo 

 
 

- Are you interested in citizen empowerment & gender  
   safety in urban environments? 
- Are you interested in interpreting mapped data in your  
  own artistic medium (graphic design, data visualisation,   
  performance based, photography, storytelling, poetry)?  
 
 

THIS IS FOR YOU!  



WHO: 

5 participants from London, Bulwayo and 
Johannesburg (15 in total) will learn, explore and 
work with UK based artist, architect and creative 
technologist Ling Tan.  
 
 
WHAT: 

-  Collaborate to explore the questions and systems  
    of informal work.  
-  Work together to produce a single digital urban  
    scenery as an interactive animation that will be  
    presented at Fak’ugesi African Digital Innovation  
    Festival online in October 2021. 
-  A presentation of the work and processes will also  
    take place live and online at Fak’ugesi African  
    Digital Innovation Festival online in 2021. 
-  A final exhibition will take place with Plataforma  
    Bogota in Colombia, it will include photographs,  
    recordings and sketches from the laboratory.  
-  Participants will receive a participation fee and  
    funds to cover data for online engagements.  

WHY: 

-  Creatives will be producing an animated   
    visualisation of systems, of space, of movement  
    and of consumption; different to how they may be  
    represented by the state or other ‘formal’  
    economic interests.  
-   Linking personal perspectives about informal  
    work and its respective systems  - asking the  
    question of who represents to whom, from where,  
    and for what? 
 
 
WHEN:  

OPEN CALL DEADLINES:  
Monday, 23 August 2021 
 
SUPERPOWER! VIRTUAL LABORATORY:  

Week of the 6th Sept. (exact dates and times to be 
confirmed with selected participants) 
 
REMOTE DATA COLLECTION & OUTREACH: 
Following the workshop and towards artwork 
production. 
 
PRODUCTION OF ARTWORKS / CREATIVE DATA 

DIGITAL SUPERPOWER LABORATORY

AUGUSTAUGUST
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DEADLINEDEADLINE



MORE ABOUT LING TAN  
AND DIGITAL SUPERPOWER!  
 
 
Digital SUPERPOWER! empowers communities to 
make sense of their physical environment through 
their subjective perception using digital tools. 
Consisting of a body-gesture mapping web platform 
and a data-sharing dashboard, it enables 
participants to gather insights while staying 
connected online, collectively make sense of the data 
collected, deliberate and develop actions to tackle 
self-determined issues in their city. 
 
Ling Tan is a multidisciplinary artist working within 
the field of social engagement, technology, citizen 
participation and politics. Originally trained as an 
architect, her work explores people’s interaction 
with the built environment through technology and 
our collective agency and responsibility in tackling 
complex issues surrounding our cities.  

Lingql.com  
SUPERGESTURES by Ling Tan. Photo by Robin Hill 

APPLICATION CRITERIA 
 
You need to meet the following criteria to apply to 
join this laboratory:  
 
-  Interested in exploring gender safety in  
    urban environments. 
-  Interested in data mapping or data visualization  
    and narratives building (prior experience not  
    necessary but beneficial).  
-  Interested in interpreting mapped data in your  
    own artistic medium (e.g graphic design, data  
    visualisation, performance based, photography,  
    storytelling, poetry) 
-  Based in London,  Bulawayo or Johannesburg.  
-  Be willing to engage in peer learning with one or  
    more of your own community members  
    (colleagues / friends / family) on the project.  
-  Age: 18 to 24 
-  Are a woman, person identifying as a women,  
    trans, non-binary or gay.   
-  Must have a working mobile phone and computer 
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